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Presentation Outline  

Å Introduction of the Benchmarking the Business of 

Agriculture project  

 

Å Introduction of the Access to Markets topic  

 

ÅMethodology and proposed indicators  

 

ÅDiscussion 
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Increasing food prices and expanding urban demand 
have heightened food security and agriculture as 
priorities for development  

World Bankõs Spring Meetings in 2012 solidified 
support for agribusiness indicators  

G8 called for the World Bank òto develop options for 
generating a Doing Business in Agriculture Indexó 

World Bank Groupõs Agriculture and Environmental 
Services (AES) and Global Indicators and Analysis 
Department (GIA) merge efforts to begin producing a  

òBenchmarking the Business of Agricultureó project 

Convening in Copenhagen:  

Agriculture Transformation Index and agri -business 
component òfast-tracked", housed in the World Bank 
Group  

Background  
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First time that Doing Business focuses on a specific sector  

BBAõs  

integrated  

approach   

Doing Business in 
Agriculture : 
Å Will provide 

policymakers with new 
benchmarks of the 
regulatory environment 
affecting the business of 
agriculture  

Å Comparable across 

many economies over 
time  

Deep Dives:  
Å In-depth metrics of a 

broader range of 
factors that affect 

agricultural productivity  
Å Comparable across 

countries, but greater 
flexibility in reporting 
structure to analyze 
case studies of positive 

change  

Objective: Leverage positive policy change for a 

stronger commercial agricultural sector  

Synergies  

enable more 

robust 

comparisons 

between 

countries 
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Theory of Change  

Doing Business  

Proven effectiveness in 
catalyzing change in 

regulatory frameworks 
that impact SMEs  

Doing Business in 
Agriculture  

ABI 

Proven utility in going 
beyond governments 

and including the 
private sector  

Deep Dives  

ÅSmarter business regulation promotes economic growth . Informal economies tend to be smaller in countries 

where rules and regulations are strong and efficient.  

ÅSome areas of legislation have a critical impact on the productivity of small -scale agribusinesses . Rules and 

regulations that directly impact medium to large -scale businesses can also significantly affect the profitability 

of small and medium -scale farmers.  

BBA 
Will 

leverage 
positive 
policy 

change for 

a stronger 
commercial 
agricultural 

sector  

Research findings : Better government policies can encourage transformative 

change to benefit agribusiness and informal smallholders  
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Thematic Coverage  

Å Areas that are most important for the productivity of agribusiness dealers and 

smallholder farmers;  

Å Areas where relatively simple regulatory reform can have short -term impact 

on the investment climate for agriculture  

Access to 
Agricultural 

Inputs  

Access to 
Agricultural 

Finance  

Access to 
Transport & 

Storage  

Access to 
Agricultural 

Land  

Access to 
Markets  

Access to 
Water (?)  

Benchmarking the Business of Agriculture  


