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Cost and benefit
• While the costs of SPS

measures are tricky to estimate,
at least they can be expressed
in monetary impacts

• Benefits are multi-dimensional
and highly case-specific…
maybe impossible to generalize
(e.g. compare cancer risks with
chances/impacts of invasive species)



Comparison of global average and Africa

While the average
aggregate cost of
SPS measures in
Africa is low in global
comparison, there
are also less SPS
measures applied in
Africa.
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Why we need SPS measures!



•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

What may turn SPS measures into barriers?



Cost of African NTMs – by sector
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Who pays the price? 
Looking at obstacles at home



What can be done?

❑Good Regulatory Practices: next session! 
…but some info on specific aspects:

❑Regulatory convergence

• UNCTAD analysis shows that regulatory convergence can reduce SPS-related costs by 

~20% (Knebel & Peters, 2019; UNCTAD 2018)

❑International standards

• Following the “three sisters” guidelines promotes intra- & extra-regional trade + 

guarantees health protection. [UNCTAD 2018 on ECOWAS: welfare +1.6bnUS$]

• Regional standards only promote intra-regional trade, often at the expense of extra-

regional trade. [UNCTAD 2018 on ECOWAS: welfare +0.3bnUS$]

• Copying regulations of highly-developed export markets can promote export to those 

destinations but can have significantly detrimental effects for domestic production and 

regional trade.  

❑Transparency: next slide



Global NTM transparency initiative
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trainsonline.unctad.org
https://globaltradehelpdesk.org/
macmap.org
wits.worldbank.org


Two-pronged approach to reducing NTBs 
in the AfCFTA
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Thank you!
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