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WTO Trade Facilitation 
The Trade Facilitation Agreement 

Why the TFA? 
The Trade Facilitation Agreement 
Implementation Flexibilities 
State of Play 
Single Window 
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Expedite movement, release & clearance of goods  
 
Improve cooperation between customs/other authorities 



3 

Why TFA is Unique 

Negotiated by all members 

 

TFA measures already used with success 

 

Multi agency implementation 

 

Implementation flexibilities 

 

 

 



THE TRADE FACILITATION AGREEMENT 
(TFA) 
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Trade Facilitation Agreement 

Section I:  

12 articles with 38 technical 
measures  

Section II:  

Special and Differential Treatment 
(SDT) Provisions for developing 
countries 

Section III: 

Institutional Arrangements and 
Final Provisions 
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Section I - TF Measures 

Transparency and Appeals 

• Publication/internet publication 

• Enquiry Point for trade information 

• Opportunity to comment 

• Consultations 

• Detention (notification of) 

• Test procedures 

• Right of appeal 
 

Transit 

• Restrictions on fees and charges 

• Use of guarantee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Import/Export/Transit Fees & Formalities 

• Disciplines on fees 

• Expedited shipments 

• Perishable goods 

• Risk management 

• Acceptance of copies 

• Publish average release times 

• Authorized operators 

• Border agency cooperation 

• Review formalities and documents 

• Single window 

• Separate release from clearance 

• Use of international standards 

• Common border procedures and 
uniform documentation  



Benefits for Your 

Exporters 

Benefits for 

Government 

Transparency + 

Fairness 

 

 

•Predictability 

•Reduced time/costs 

 

 

 

 

•Better compliance 

•Better quality 

decisions 

 

Good Governance •Reduced costs  

•Reduced delays  

•Reduced complexity 

•Better compliance 

•More effective 

government 

•More efficient 

government 

Modernization •Reduce clearance 

times and costs 
•Align with modern 

business practice 

•More effective 

government 

•More efficient 

government 7 



Before the 
border 

 
 

Accurate information 
difficult to find 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Publication  

 Information Available 

on Internet  

 

 

 

TFA Solutions Issues 
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At the border 

Inefficient 
border-
crossing 
procedures 

 
 
 

 

 

 Notifications for enhanced controls for foods etc. 

(import alert) 

 Perishable goods – fast, priority 4 inspection, storage 

 Importer/carrier notified promptly if goods detained 

 Fees and formalities – review & streamline 

 Electronic Processing 

 Single window 

 Electronic payment 

 Test procedures – 2nd test allowed where 1st is adverse 

 Measure and publish average release times – identify 

barriers, baseline for monitoring 

 

  

TFA Solutions Issues 
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Each Member shall establish a national 
trade facilitation committee to facilitate 
domestic coordination and 
implementation of the provisions of the 
TFA.  
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IMPLEMENTATION FLEXIBILITIES 
 APPLY TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES  
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Special and Differential Treatment (SDT) 

  Section II of Agreement 

 
Gives flexibility in implementation of obligations 

 

Applies only to developing countries (including LDCs) 

 

 

Implementation of TFA linked with capacity 

 

Each developing and least-developed county can say when it will implement each 

measure  

 

Which measures can implement only with technical assistance 
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SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL 

TREATMENT 
 

Category A: implemented by time Agreement enters into 
force.    (111  countries have notified) 

 
Category B: Entry into force  +  (X) time 
    (indicative dates of implementation) 
   (61 countries have notified) 

 
Category C: need extra time & TACB 
  (50 countries have notified) 
 

 
 (category notifications due at EIF 
 one year later for LDCs) 

 



ABC Notification 
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SINGLE WINDOW 
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Article 10.4. Single Window 

4.1 Members shall endeavour to establish or 

maintain a single window, enabling traders to 

submit documentation and/or data requirements 

for importation, exportation, or transit of goods 

through a single entry point to the participating 

authorities or agencies. After the examination by 

the participating authorities or agencies of the 

documentation and/or data, the results shall be 

notified to the applicants through the single 

window in a timely manner. 
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Department  

of Agriculture 

Customs 

Single window 

Single entry point-  
for submission of data/docs & receive results 

Food Safety 



Article 10.4. Single Window 

10.4.2  One-time submission can’t be asked 
again -except urgent circumstances - publicly 
announced 

 

4.3  Members notify details of operation  

  

4.4 Encouraged to use automation 
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10.4.3 Transparency Notification 
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10.4.3 Transparency Notification 
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Members ABC notifications for Single Window  

1. Brazil 

2. Brunei Darussalam 

3. Chile 

4. Chinese Taipei 

5. Colombia 

6. Costa Rica 

7. Georgia 

8. Guatemala (partially) 

9. Hong Kong, China 

10. Israel 

11. Korea, Republic of 

12. Malaysia 

13. Mexico 

14. Oman 

15. Paraguay 

16. Qatar 

17. Senegal 

18. Singapore 

19. Thailand 

20. The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

21. Turkey 

22. Uruguay 
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In Category A 

In Category B 
1. Argentina 

2. Bahrain 

3. China 

4. India 

5. Macao, China 

6. Peru 

7. South Africa 

8. Togo  

 

In Category C 
1. Afghanistan 

2. Albania 

3. Armenia 

4. Bangladesh 

5. Belize 

6. Bolivia  

7. Botswana  

8. Cambodia 

9. Chad 

10. Cuba 

11. Dominican Republic 

12. Fiji 

13. The Gambia  

14. Guatemala (partially) 

15. Guyana 

16. Honduras 

17. Jamaica 

18. Lao PDR 

19. Madagascar 

20. Malawi 

21. Mali 

22. Mauritius 

23. Moldova 

24. Mongolia 

25. Montenegro  

26. Mozambique 

27. Myanmar 

28. Nepal 

29. Nicaragua  

30. Niger 

31. Nigeria 

32. Pakistan 

33. Philippines 

34. Saint Kitts and Nevis 

35. Seychelles 

36. Sierra Leone 

37. Sri Lanka 

38. Swaziland 

39. Solomon Islands 

40. Tonga 

41. Trinidad and Tobago 

42. Ukraine  

43. Vanuatu 

44. Zambia 



Common TACB in Cat C notifications 
 

• Training of government officials and IT staff. 

• Legal support to assist in changing national 
legislation. 

• Hardware and software.  

• TA to prepare & implement the risk 
management model. 

• A public awareness campaign to teach traders 
and local businesses about the benefits of 
using a single window.  

 



Trade Facilitation Agreement 
Facility 
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Launched July 2014 

Operational November 27, 2014 



www.TFAFacility.org 
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TFA Database 

27 www.tfadatabase.org 
 

http://www.tfadatabase.org/


Thank you! 
Sheri Rosenow 

WTO TFA Facility 
TFAF@wto.org 
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